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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . When strikethrough 
cannot easily be perceived, or when five or fewer characters are deleted, [{double brackets]] are 
used to show the deletion. The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently 
amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claim 6 without prejudice and AMEND claims 2-5, 10, 1 1, and 12 in 
accordance with the following: 

1 (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A status setting method according to claim 10, wherein the us e r 
status and a us e r attribut e defining a configurable user sta tu ses a r o corr e lativ e ly register e d in 
the status tabl e each user status is associated with an attribute of a user who is permitted to 
select the user status in the user status selection tables . 

3. (Currently Amended) A status setting method according to claim 1 0, wherein the user 
terminal stores a common table in which prescribed user statuses are registered , and sets 
the is previously proparod, and said common tabl e as a user status selection table- is 
obta i n e d - tf - no s tatus tab le i s pr e pared for a virtual space in which user terminals participate 7 
and a ucor statu s on said virtual space is s e t for if no user status selection table is stored 
for the virtual space based on on obtainod Gomroon tala le. 

4. (Currently Amended) A status setting method according to claim 10 ( wherein setting 
of a user statu s selection table by a user is accepted. 

5. (Currently Amended) A status setting method according to claim 10, wherein said 
user terminal can display a us e r status t he user statuses w ith a svmbol svmbols , the user 
status statuses and the s ymbo l symbols are correlatively registered in a user status 
selection t able, and a status of another user sharing a* virtual space is displayed with a 
symbol relating to the user status in the user status selection table . 
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6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable recording medium having a status 
setting module for executing the method set forth in claim 10. 

8. (Previously Presented) A transmission medium transmitting a status setting module 
for executing the method set forth in claim 10. 

9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A user-status setting method in which a user terminal can 
send, receive, and display a user status and a character message on at least one virtual 
space shared on a network, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of upo p sta tus cc loction user status selection tables including-a 
selectab l e l iot of u sor-s tet us- candidate s d e fin e d for e ach vi rt ual space in wh i ch n user 
oartiGToatos user status options from which a user selects his/her own status for each virtual 
space; 

reading out the ase^- ctatus coloction uBer status selection table of each virtual 
space in which a user terminal participates when the user terminal has participated in a 
plurality of virtual spaces; 

displaying on the user terminal the list of the selectable user statuses for each virtual 
space based on the read-out uoor status oo l oction user status selection table; 

setting a user status which was selected from the list of selectable user statuses for each 
virtual space in which the user has participated; 

sending to each virtual space the set user status; 

receiving from each virtual space the set user status; and 

displaying the set user status for each virtual space. 

11. (Currently Amended) A status setting system comprising: 

a plurality of user terminals which send and receive user statuses and character 
messages on at least one virtual space shared on a network; 
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storing means for storing a plurality of us e r ctatus - seloction user status selection tables 
including a s e lectable list of user - status candidat e s defined for oaoh virtual spac e in which a 
us e r participato o user status options from which a user selects his/her own status for each 
virtual space : 

obtaining means for reading out the usor ctatuo Go l oction user status selection 

table of each virtual space in which a user terminal participates when the user terminal has 

participated in a plurality of virtual spaces; 

display means for displaying on the user terminal a list of the selectable user statuses for 

each virtual space based on the read-out ucor ctatuo Go l oction user status selection table; 

setting means for setting a user status which was selected from the list of selectable user 

statuses for each virtual space in which the user has participated; 

sending means for sending to each virtual space the set user status; and 
receiving means for receiving from each virtual space the set user status, 
wherein the display means displays the set user status for each virtual space. 

12. (Currently Amended) A status setting system comprising: 

a plurality of user terminals which send and receive user statuses and character 

messages on at least one virtual space shared on a network; 

a storage unit which stores a plurality of user status solootion user status selection tables 

including a s e loctablo list of ucor ctatuo candidates defined for e ach virtua l cpaco in which a 

us e r partic i patoo user status opti o ns from which a user selects his/her own status for each 

virtual space: 

an obtaining unit which reads out the uc o r status sdlootio ft u ser status selection 
table of a virtual space in which a user terminal participates when the user terminal has 
participated in a plurality of virtual spaces; 

a display which displays on the user terminal a list of the selectable user statuses for 
each virtual space based on the read-out user statue go l oction user status selection tahl*- 

a setting unit which sets a user status which was selected from the list of selectable user 
statuses for each virtual space in which the user has participated; 

a communication unit which sends to each virtual space the set user status, and which 
receives from each virtual space the set user status, 

wherein the display displays the set user status for each virtual space. 
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13. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 12, wherein the user status 
includes a string of characters entered by the user. 
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